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CENTRAL SAANICH RESIDENTS ARE 
invited to attend regular neighbourhood 
gatherings, held every Friday night at 7 pm 
at Spelt’s Coffee Shop, 7586 East Saan-
ich Road, in Saanichton. Share stories, 
books, talk politics and enjoy hot coffee. 
Nothing is taboo. No pretentiousness, no 
meeting agenda...just a chance to chat 
with neighbours and build community. 
Call 250-652-8228 for further information.

THE VICTORIA LABOUR COUNCIL rep-
resenting affiliated unions in the Greater 
Victoria area, holds its regular monthly 
meetings at 7 pm on the 3rd Wednesday 
each month at the BCGEU Auditoriam, 
2994 Douglas Street, Victoria. All delgates 

are welcome to come to meet their execu-
tive, president Mike Eso, treasurer, Stan 
Dzbik, and secretary Michael Maloney.

WOMEN IN BLACK invite you to join them 
in their monthly vigil to remember Hiroshina 
and Nagasaki and call on all Canadians 
and people globallly to work for peace and 
disarmament. All those who support our 
goals are welcome. For further  informa-
tion, contact bbcf@bbcf.ca.

LANGFORD-JUAN DE FUCA NEW DEM-
ocrats will hold their Annual General Meet-
ing on Sunday, November 26, in the small 
hall of Our Lady  of the Rosary Catholic 
Church, 798 Gldstream Avenue, in Lang-

ford. The meeting will begin at 1:30 pm, 
with registraton from 1:00-1:30 pm. Guest 
speaker will be Premier John Horgan. 
For information contact President Sharon 
Willkinson at sawilkinson@shaw.ca or 250-
478-5907.

MLA CAROLE JAMES AND HER STAFF 
invite you to their Annual Open House on 
Wednesday, December 6, from 4-6 pm at 
the community office, 1083 Fort Street.

MLA MITZI DEAN AND HER STAFF in-
vite you to their Seasonal Open House 
on Tuesday, December 14, from 4-6 pm, 
at 104-1497 Admirals Road. Light refresh-
ments wil be provided.

MLA ROB FLEMING AND HIS STAFF in-
vite you to their HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE 
on Thursday, December 14, from 4-6 pm at 
1020 Hillside Avenue. Please bring a dona-
tion of a non-perishable food item for the 
Mustard Seed Food Bank.

PLEASE JOIN MP RANDALL GARRI-
SON for light refreshments and holiday 
cheer in his constituency office at 2904 
Tillicum Road, on Monday, October 18, 
from 4-6 pm. We hope to see you there. 
Please RSVP on Randall Garrison`s 
facebook page https:www.facebook.com/
events/883197455168912/perm

Coming events
Lower Island NEWS

Review by Theresa Wolfwood

“ ‘Why do nine in 10 Canadians think this 
country is a force for good in the world even 
though our governments have long ad-
vanced corporate interests and sided with 
the British and US empires?’ This book is 
an attempt to answer this and other related 
questions.”

Yves Engler continues in this latest 
book to analyze and expose to Canadians 
the fallacy of our belief that Canada is a 
“nice guy” and a peace loving democracy.  
Instead as he shows we perpetrate and 
nourish a culture of war.  This state of real 
politic in Canada is part of the fabric not 
only of government but also our corporate 
media and institutions of higher learning. 

As are his previous books, this is well-
documented and written in clear, straight 
forward language as Engler describes how 
government after government has funded 

A frequent reporter for Lower Island News, Diane Walsh appeared at The National 
Press Club (NPC) in Washington DC on October 8 along with Arifa Nasim, execu-
tive director of Educated to Eradicate, a London, UK, based NGO providing girls at 
risk with training in schools and community agencies, in conjunction with UN Global 
MDGS. Both Walsh and Nasim raised awareness at the Club, and attended the annual 
Walk in the US Capital agaisnt Female Genital Mutilation (FGM). Walsh has written in 
detail about the world-wide problem of FGM. Walsh was formerly media accredited as 
a United Nations foreign correspondent from 2010 - 2014.

military research at universities as well as 
arms fairs; how we fund aid agencies that 
support mining companies that exploit soci-
eties and the environment brad. More than 
that, our governments pump out propagan-
da which is spread by the supportive corpo-
rate media and think tanks with a right-wing 
corporate bias.

However Engler states that citizen ac-
tivism can cause change and expose col-
lusion as in the case of activists who fo-
cussed on Canada’s policy of destroying 
democracy in Haiti.  He shows that our pro-
paganda system although well-resourced 
can be challenged; “…this Goliath can be 
weakened by a small band of dedicated 
David activists armed with sling shots that 
spread the truth.”

ENGLER, YVES.  A  Propaganda System:   
How Canada’s government, 
corporations, media and academia sell 
war and exploitation. 2016. Red Publishing and 
Fernwood Publishing. Canada

Victoria author wins national 
nautical book award

Victoria author Colin Hen-
thorne has been awarded the 
Canadian Nautical Research So-
ciety’s Keith Matthews Award for 
a book deserving special recog-
nition, The Queen of the North 
Disaster: The Captain’s Story 
(Harbour Publishing, 2016).

The award is given to a mari-
time book published the preced-
ing year, which, in the view of the 
award committee, “offers an im-
portant record that would, in the 
future, be cited by historians”. The 
jury lauded Henthorne’s book for 
providing a comprehensive and 
balanced account of the marine 
tragedy.

In The Queen of the North 
Disaster, Henthorne reflects on 
the 2006 sinking of the BC Fer-
ries passenger vessel Queen of 
the North, which happened off Gil 
Island, approximately 135 kilome-
tres south of Prince Rupert. The 
impact tore open the ship’s bottom 
and ripped out the propellers. In 
just over an hour, she sank to the 

bottom of Wright Sound. And despite the crew’s skilled evacuation, two passengers went 
missing and have since been declared deceased.

No one knew the ship, the crew and the circumstances that tragic night better than 
Henthorne, the Queen of the North’s long-serving captain. This valuable record recalls 
with accuracy and detail that ill-fated voyage and reveals an inside look at a modern 
marine disaster.

Colin Henthorne was born in Vancouver and grew up in British Columbia. He has 
spent nearly all his life living and working on the water. He got his first command at the age 
of 21 and his entire career has been dedicated to command. He sailed as a master with 
BC Ferries starting in 1990 and was 52 when the Queen of the North sank. He has contin-
ued to work aboard and to command ships. At the time of writing he is a Canadian Coast 
Guard Rescue Co-ordinator at the Joint Rescue Co-ordination Centre in Victoria, BC.

The winners of the Keith Matthews Awards were announced in August at the Canadian 
Nautical Research Society’s annual conference in Halifax, NS.

By Michele Murphy
Saanich Voice on Line

Lots may be coming out of the 2017 
annual general meeting of the Union of 
BC Municipalities (UBCM). The theme 
this year was “Roots to Results” looking at 
the increasing leadership of local govern-
ment in matters of federal and provincial 
jurisdiction. This year’s program included 
keynotes, policy sessions, and workshops 
on climate action, the opioid crisis, and the 
need for a deeper response to homeless-
ness and housing affordability.

Resolutions that were brought to the an-
nual forum by councillors hopeful of gaining 
support included litigation for the destruc-
tion and prevention of wildfires, the handling 
of recreational marijuana at the commu-
nity level, dealing with rats, Canada geese, 
deer, and UBER, daylight savings time, and 
Oak Bay Coun. Kevin Murdock’s successful  
motion to put some long-overdue restric-
tions on and transparency in BC’s wild-west 
of municipal campaign financing.

There were approx. 144 motions be-
ing voted on during the five-day conven-
tion, most of which had to do with lobby-
ing the new provincial government to take 
action on various issues. Central Saanich 
Coun. Zeb King went to this year’s meeting 
with just that intention – to once again ask 
that the Province create and enforce anti-
SLAPP legislation.

According to Wikipedia, a strategic law-
suit against public participation (SLAPP) is 
a lawsuit that is intended to censor, intimi-
date, and silence critics.

The BC. Civil Liberties Association (BC-
CLA) says that SLAPPs represent a real 
and present danger to the   exercise of free 
expression in BC, saying  that lawfully par-
ticipating in the political life of this province 
can be a risky business.

In plain language, a SLAPP is a lawsuit 
that a person or company with deep pock-

ets starts in order to shut down someone 
that is speaking out against them. King’s 
motion contended  that SLAPPS are in-
tended to penalize or deter citizens and 
municipalities from  articipating in public 
affairs, unnecessarily burden overcrowded 
public court system, exists in other Cana-
dian jurisdictions and as such requests 
that the BC Government enact robust 
anti-SLAPP legislation that will protect the 
right to communicate on matters of public 
interest. 

This won’t be provincial anti-SLAPP 
legislation’s first time around in BC. The 
last time the BC NDP were in power, in 
2001, they passed what BCCLA  said 
was perhaps one of North America’s most 
robust and  innovative laws of the type.  
BC’s Protection for Public  Participation 
Act was Canada’s first anti-SLAPP legis-
lation. Weeks after it was passed the BC 
NDP were defeated in the provincial elec-
tion and the BC Liberals immediately axed 
the SLAPP legislation. Despite repeated 
requests to reinstate the legislation, the BC 
Liberals refused to do so.

But there’s a new sheriff in town.
Reporting in from UBCM King says 

that after some last-minute drama around 
AGM process his motion to ask the Prov-
ince to enact this legislation passed. King 
added that he spoke briefly to Attorney 
General David Eby who thanked him for 
the anti-SLAPP resolution and said it is on 
his agenda for next session. Saanich Voice 
on Line may be found at http://www.saanich-
voiceonline.ca/2017/09/29/anti-slapp-legislation-
ubcm-tales/ Author Michele Murphy, who is edi-
tor of Saanich Voice on Line, writes, As a small 
independent newspaper, with a limited legal 
budget ($0.00), Saanich Voice Online follows 
the progress of this legislation with great in-
terest. Without the protection of our courts, 
media outlets are extremely vulnerable to 
SLAPP and have to make difficult edito-
rial choices to avoid putting themselves in the 
cross-hairs of deep-pocketed news subjects.         

Anti-SLAPP legislation at UBCM


