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Emmanuel De Guzman, secretary 
of the Climate Change Commission 
(CCC), likened the fight against cli-
mate change to the Philippine Revolu-
tion. 

He urged other member states to 
continue being “revolutionaries fight-
ing for the planet’s future” and end the 
record-setting temperature increases 
the world has experienced in the past 
few years. 

“Like them (the revolutionaries of 
the Philippine Revolution), we, too, are 
fighting for the future … for the fate 
of the entire world and the billions of 
people who call our planet home,” De 
Guzman said. 

“This is a revolution we in the CVF 
must lead because we are the coun-
tries that will fall first if the 1.5 degrees 
global warming limit of the Paris Agree-
ment is breached,” he said.”

On October 15, on the Washington 
DC National Mall, in sight of Capitol Hill, 
Lower Island News writer, Diane Walsh, 
received a certificate of recognition from 
Angela Peabody, the executive director of 
the Global Woman P.E.A.C.E. Foundation, 
for Walsh’s years of work promoting inter-
national efforts to eradicate the practice of 
Female Genital Mutilation – FGM.

The award reads: In Recognition for Ad-
vocating and Covering FGM/C Globally

Walsh’s reporting of this barbaric prac-
tice has been published in Lower Island 
News and other newspapers over the past 
10 years.

It’s a practice that is outlawed in Cana-
da and most western countries, and by UN 
resolution 2012. It is through the work and 
vigilance of reporters and activists inter-
nationally, that the threat of FGM to young 
girls is now closely monitored and criminal-
ized in western countries.

Walsh’s work has been outstandingly 
valuable in raising the consciousness of 
the harm of FGM during her visits to the UN 
in New York and Geneva, Washington, DC, 
and to the UK in London and Edinburgh, 
Scotland.

In her presentation of the certificate, 
Peabody thanked Walsh for her contribu-
tions in raising awareness on an interna-
tional level, and encouraging effective, 
unified consolidation, coordination and 
communication between anti FGM organi-
zations around the world.

Walsh particularly mentions the hard 
work of organizations such as Educate to 
Eradicate, in London, UK, and Global Alli-
ance against FGM in Geneva, Switzerland, 

who are now working in partnership with 
Global Woman P.E.A.C.E. Foundation.

While appreciative of the recognition 
that Peabody’s organization has con-
ferred, Walsh stresses that there is so 
much more work to be done in removing 
this scourge, and that countries must con-
tinue to be vigilant in ensuring that increas-
ing numbers of young girls are protected 
from the threat of FGM.

By Jonathan Lee

The US election result is the product of 
many increasingly disadvantaged people in 
the US affirmatively expressing, by voting 
or abstaining from voting, their distrust of a 
cynical and ugly political and social system. 
The result has enabled the possible pros-
pect of an even uglier system and govern-
ing  administration. 

In October, just prior to the November 
election, this writer had the opportunity to 
spend 10 days in Washington, DC. The visit 
was a chance to compare notes, American 
and Canadian, about what the future would 
hold under the presumed US president in 
waiting, Hillary Clinton. 

The certainty of Clinton’s election 
seemed to be a “done deal”. The repel-
lent campaign rhetoric seemed to have 
drowned out most constructive discussion. 
For many, the seemingly endless election 
campaigning had become a bore. Ironi-
cally, even in Washington DC, the capital 
city of the United States, where it might be 
imagined that election fever would be run-
ning high, there seemed to be no sense 
of urgency or change, for better or worse. 
Through the nightmare of election noise so 
many people seemed to have taken the op-
portunity to tune out and take a comfortable 
nap.

Now so many of those same people 
have awoken to what might be a continu-
ation of the nightmare through which they 
were trying to sleep.

The unexpected election result reminds 
that we must always expect the unex-
pected. If pre-election times reflected voter 

When it comes to elections, always 
expect  the unexpected

fatigue, so post-election times seem to re-
flect voter panic for at least 50% of the US 
population and possibly, also, a significant 
percentage of the developed world’s popu-
lation.

 It’s time, now, to understand the les-
sons that can be learned. If the new US ad-
ministration is sincere in its stated objective 
to serve the disadvantaged, restoring in-
comes, opportunities and jobs, then it must 
be supported in those goals by all people 
of goodwill. 

It’s a difficult but not a hopeless cause, 
as the following thoughts will signify.

The writer, Aaron Benjamin, is a bank-
ing and finance lawyer based in Charlotte, 
North Carolina. He was born and raised in 
Montreal, Quebec.

Charlotte, N.C., is one of the most 
politically controversial places in the US. 
North Carolina is a state where hardline, 
entrenched conservative political ideas and 
philosophies collide and clash with pro-
gressive and liberal agendas. The conser-
vative approach prevailed in the November 
election.

I met with Benjamin during my time in 
DC. 

After the election results were clear I 
asked Benjamin for his thoughts as a resi-
dent of Charlotte, NC, a successful profes-
sional and a Canadian familiar with the 
dynamics of US and Canadian cultures, 
commerce and societies. His thoughts do 
inspire an optimism that many who find 
only gloom at the moment, might keep in 
mind as we try to find ways to make lemon-
ade from this lemon of an election.

By Aaron Benjamin

“Last night [November 8] was not the 
result I expected or desired.  It is frustrat-
ing and disconcerting that such a large per-
centage of the country, including some of 
my friends and colleagues, rejected values 
that I hold to be just and important.  

This was an unusually ugly campaign 
with many racist and sexist elements, both 
implicit and explicit.  But I am unwilling to 
write off almost half the country as rac-
ist and sexist on the basis of their vote for 
president.  

I have friends, colleagues and co-work-
ers who voted for Trump and I do not con-
sider them to be racist or sexist.  I believe 
them when they say that they do not intend 
that their vote for Trump and Trump’s elec-
tion as president result in an increase in 
racism and sexism in our society.  

I take them at face value when they say 
that they hope and expect their vote to re-
sult in a country that is better for all Ameri-
cans.  

I fear that they are wrong but I hope that 
my friends are right and I am wrong in this 
prediction.  But those who were my friends 
yesterday will continue to be my friends to-
day and tomorrow.

General elections are complex and the 
motivations of the electorate are something 
that people a lot smarter than I am spend 
their careers trying to predict and better un-
derstand.  

But it seems to me that lthe Novemer 8  
result is an indictment against both main-
stream parties’ multiple failures to address 
the concerns of millions of Americans over 
many election cycles. 

I think imputing motives of racism and 
sexism to people that do not self-identify 
as racist or sexist is counter-productive 
and, applied generally to wide swaths of 
America, is as presumptuous and unfair as 
any generalization applied to any group of 
people.

 I live in a pretty comfortable liberal 
bubble of privilege, and the assumptions, 
comforts and silent benefits that go with 
that are things that I have only recently 
begun to examine.  

I suspect that there is also a level of 
economic and cultural privilege, not based 
on gender, sexual orientation or race, that 
can help explain the results of this election 
and of which I have not been aware of or 
examined.

I will not be packing up and moving 
back to Canada.  This country has been my 
home for 18 years.  For the next four years 
I hope for more common understanding, 
not less.  

As President Obama urged after the 
election, I hope for more unity, not less.  I 
don”t expect this from our elected politi-
cians, but I hope for and expect it from my 
friends, my neighbours, my co-workers, my 
colleagues and my various communities.  

After the shock subsides, I plan to keep 
investing to make my community a better 
place.  I will obtain my citizenship so that 
I can make a contribution to the political 
process supporting the candidates and 
causes in which I believe.  I will continue 
my involvement with the Global Woman 
PEACE Initiative and assist them best I can 
in helping with the goal of ending female 
genital mutilation in the United States and 
worldwide.  

I will get more involved with the Ballan-
tyne Jewish Center and I look forward to 
helping them best I can with the contribution 
they make towards Judaism being more 
available and accessible in my community 
of South Charlotte and Union County.  

And I will do my best to instill in my chil-
dren the values I hold dear and do my best 
to raise them to contribute productively and 
enthusiastically to their communities and 
their generation.

I hope that the President-elect suc-
ceeds, as George H. W. Bush hoped for Bill 
Clinton when he transferred the presidency 
in 1993.  And I sincerely hope, as President 
Obama hoped, that our country is even bet-
ter in four years time than it is today.”

A Canadian living in the US talks 
about the US election

Independent investigative journalist, 
Diane Walsh, receives an internationally 
recognized award for her work on FGM

Waiting at Washington DC National Mall for the Global Women P.E.A.C.E. Foundation’s 
award ceremony to begin are (left to right) Kristin Hoffman, singer and creator of the 
FGM WALK 2016 anthem; Sayydah Garrett, humanitarian, G.W.P.F. keynote speaker; 
Diane Walsh, investigative journalist and activist; and Susan Gibbs, humanitarian.

Revolutionaries for the 
climate’s future


