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CENTRAL SAANICH RESIDENTS ARE 
invited to attend regular neighbourhood 
gatherings, held every Friday night at 7 pm 
at Spelt’s Coffee Shop, 7586 East Saan-
ich Road, in Saanichton. Share stories, 
books, talk politics and enjoy hot coffee. 
Nothing is taboo. No pretentiousness, no 
meeting agenda...just a chance to chat 
with neighbours and build community. 
Call 250-652-8228 for further information.

THE VICTORIA LABOUR COUNCIL rep-
resenting affiliated unions in the Greater 
Victoria area, holds its regular monthly 
meetings at 7 pm on the 3rd Wednesday 
each month at the BCGEU Auditoriam, 
2994 Douglas Street, Victoria. All delgates 
are welcome to come to meet their execu-

Boat Cruise, Drag Ball Game and other 
events. For more information go to http://
victoriapridesociety.org/

PRIDE FESTIVAL will take place Sun-
day,  July 6. Victoria Pride week celebrates 
with the annual festival and parade. Start 
your day marching in solidarity, with local 
businesses, non-profit organizations, the 
LGBTQ community and allies. Ending at 
Macdonald Park the festival brings to its 
community over 150 vendors, main stage 
performers, kid, child and teen catered fun, 
and the always-popular beer garden antics. 
Family is about loving and embracing those 
we care for. We are all family.

tive, president Mike Eso, treasurer, Stan 
Dzbik, and secretary Michael Maloney.

WOMEN IN BLACK invite you to join them 
in their monthly vigil to remember Hiroshina 
and Nagasaki and call on all Canadians 
and people globallly to work for peace and 
disarmament. All those who support our 
goals are welcome. For further  informa-
tion, contact bbcf@bbcf.ca.

PRIDE 2014 is only a few weeks away, and 
we want to make sure you are all in the 
know on those annual events we all love so 
very much, community produced events, 
and some new tiddily-buts being introduced 
to the community, including Pride Parade, 
Pride Festival, Big Gay Dog Walk, Sunset 

SAANICH-ESQUIMALT-JUAN DE FUCA 
New Democrats and Friends are wel-
come to our Supporter Appreciation 
Barbecue, to be held on Saturday, July 
19, from 2-5 pm, by the sea on Parry  
Bay at 3837 Duke Road, Metchosin. Direc-
tions: Turn off Metchosin Road on to Duke 
Road, east or west access, and look for the 
Randall Garrison signs. Admission by do-
nation (suggested $20 donation). Salads 
or desserts welcome. For more information 
and to RSVP, call Jennifer Burgis at 250-
881-8280 or Fred Hiigli at 250-384-7374 or 
email es3quimaltjdf@gmail.com.

Calendar of coming events

Review by Theresa Wolfwood

“…the left includes diverse values, ideas, strategies 
and institutions. Social democracy and communism, re-
formers and revolutionaries, unions and radical women’s 
groups have all found their home on the left.”

Author Gordon Hak has given us a readable well-docu-
mented view of these many forces in BC over the last 100 
year or so...and no end in sight. even though as he says, 
here as elsewhere in the world, “the left has been under 
serious attack since the 1970s.”

The left can be defined broadly as incorporating values 
of democracy, dignity, physical, social and economic secu-
rity and, more recently, peace and anti-war mobilization, 
gender and racial equality. 

The left has come to realize that the environment with 
its related issues of climate change, resource extraction, 
water depletion, air pollution and conservation are part of 
the present left agenda.

Hak has organized his work chronologically starting in 
the 1880s and the rise of working class consciousness and 
mobilization, including building unions. He continues his 
history through war years and between the wars and the 
effect of Cold War politics on the left.

 “The BC LEFT was energetic in the 1950s, 1960s and 
1970s.”  The CCF became the NDP and was successful 
in electoral politics while having its own internal conflicts. 
Unions flourished and new social movements with agen-
das of social justice emerged; students, women, peace ac-
tivists, 1st Nations and environmentalists became part of 
public activism, often, and still, resulting in uncomfortable 
bedfellows.

In Chapter 6: A New Reality: 1976-1990, Hak writes 
that for some left elements this was “a period of distress 
in a failing economy”. It was also a time of economic un-
certainty with high unemployment, high interest rates and 
a great opportunity for the right to consolidate its power. 

BC was part of growing globalization and although na-
tionalism was a strong sentiment in the left and liberal-left, 
Canada entered into trade agreements that altered the 

reality of Canadian rights to self-determination. The en-
vironment and 1st Nations’ struggles became part of this 
“new reality”.

The end of the USSR and the “Cold War” saw capital-
ism emerge as the only major global force and after 1991 
the results of global change were obvious in BC, as in the 
entire in world. Social movements responded and envi-
ronmental and 1st Nations issues gained greater support. 

Hak writes, “For leftists, incorporating Aboriginal 
people and their particular interests into a vision that is 
shaped by a search for social and economic justice, as 
well as environmental health and sustainability is an im-
portant part of the project to develop an alternative so-
ciety.”

The author has not written about one of the results of 
globalization, the awareness of what Canadian policies 
and Canadian companies contribute to the growing injus-
tice and repression in many places in the world. 

Solidarity groups and some unions bring home the 
links to pension plans and investment policies of church-
es and other institutions – publicizing Canadian govern-
ment policies that no political party has much interest in 
opposing.

In his concluding chapter Hak has acknowledged that 
although BC’s leftists have made much progress in the 
last 120 years, they still have not articulated a clear vi-
sion of a society beyond capitalism. Nor has the left cre-
ated an inclusive home for the working poor and “lower 
middle class” who are sometimes attracted by rightwing 
populism. 

Today we see Canadian workers once again pitted 
against Asian workers – now entering Canada under an 
employer-driven federal policy to work for low wages and 
with no rights.

Hak believes that the left must. “continue to orga-
nize...and put forward a vision of a society that celebrates 
equality, human dignity, community, environmental secu-
rity and cooperation”.

CAPTIVITY – Produced by Raul Julia-Levy and Richard Grieco 
– new reality series to set whales free  

By Diane Walsh

LOS ANGELES—Raul Julia-Levy, of Julia Productions, is the Hollywood producer be-
hind this bold concept of a Reality Show on Whales in Captivity, and, to no surprise to 
many of his supporters, by all accounts Captivity is attracting several offers for advance-
ment to screening, starting with a four-episode series launch.

Due to the controversial, sensitive nature of the subject as a social issue, the prelimi-
naries are being handled carefully through the law office of Brian G. Raymond in Los An-
geles. Julia-Levy is conducting the project in business partnership with co-actor Richard 
Grieco. They are in the midst of negotiations and are looking forward to planning filming. 
Still yet to be finalized is an agreement for production with a significant US network. To 
date, Julia-Levy and Grieco report they have received more than one offer.

The executive producers say they have received interest from Relativity Media LCC, 
one of the major players in the industry, in both November 2013 and February 2014. Rela-
tivity produces avant-garde programming to TV. 

The strategy of soliciting offers from other companies is on-going. 
“We are looking to enhance visibility of whale captivity as a social issue worldwide,” 

says Julia-Levy. The timing of the series is prescient. A petition is circulating in the State 
of California seeking “to enact the Orca Welfare and Safety Act to make it illegal to hold 
orcas in captivity for performance and entertainment purposes.”

Aquariums claim, as a fundamental motivation, that the captivity of orcas serves valid 
scientific and research purposes. A reality show that seeks to verify these claims is of 
enormous value and will examine nuances in the law and the complexities of the issues 
surrounding the captivity industry. 

One of the central issues is the size of the tanks where orcas live. Reports indicate 
that there are 54 known orcas in captivity worldwide but this number may not include the 

“soon to be born in captivity” orcas. Current number of facilities with orcas in captivity is 
believed to be 13. There may be more. Captive orcas exist in Argentina, China, Japan, and 
Russia. Note this is not to say [other] closely related cetacean mammals such as dolphins, 
or Beluga Whales (e.g. White Whale living at Vancouver Aquarium in Canada) don’t count 
and aren’t also a subject of concern.

The three SeaWorld locations in California/Florida/Texas combined, have a total of 24 
orcas. Miami Seaquarium has 1, and Marineland in Canada has 1. Julia-Levy and Grieco’s 
Captivity RealityTV series will focus on each of these American locations as well as as 
Loro Parque in Spain and Marineland in Antibes, Cote D’Azur in France.

Freedom of information and freedom to gather information and photographs is what 
enables the series. With a team of experts already geared up, the project will team to-
gether prestigious marine biologists and researchers, in addition to learning from former 
trainers who have since joined the anti-captivity movement. 

With the help of social media, activists from Britain, Spain, Canada and the US as well 
as in Mexico and Argentina, are proliferating information with intensity and are watching 
developments. 

The cameras literally go in to record the raw truth about the conditions under which 
the orcas live.

The series will attempt to demonstrate the need for the public to become more en-
gaged in pushing for the release of captive cetaceans into whale sanctuaries as sug-
gested by the acclaimed documentary Blackfish.

Captivity RealityTV follows the themes developed in Blackfish. Doubtless the show will 
further galvanize members of the movement against whale captivity. 

Julia-Levy says “I am moving it with a renowned marine biologist along with leaders 
and activists. This movement is for the people who have been fighting and never lost the 
hope of seeing this creature free.”

For more information: mediageode@gmail.com Follow #Captivity on twitter 
http://indydianewalsh.com/captivity-realitytv/

Captivity RealityTV

THE LEFT IN BRITISH COLUMBIA: A history of 
struggle, by Gordon Hak, 2013, Ronsdale Press, 
Vancouver, BC, ISBN978-1-55380-256-3 

Banning bee-killing neonicotinoid 
pesticides is the best way to celebrate 
BC’s “Day of the Honey Bee”

VANCOUVER – As the British Columbia government cel-
ebrated the “Day of the Honey Bee” May 29,the Wilderness 
Committee called on the provincial government to ban a dan-
gerous class of pesticides called neonicotinoids. Neonicoti-
noids are widely used in BC and across Canada on a variety 
of fruit and vegetable crops, including blueberries and corn. 
These pesticides have been directly implicated in the deaths 
of tens of millions of honey bees across the country. 

“The best way BC could honour our hard-working honey 
bees is to ban this extremely dangerous class of pesticides,” 
said Gwen Barlee, policy director with the Wilderness Com-
mittee. “Bees are responsible for one out of every three bites 
of food we eat, and we simply can’t play Russian roulette with 
these and other wild pollinators.”

The Europe Union heavily restricted the use of neonicoti-
noid pesticides in December, 2013, after finding that the sys-
temic pesticide could not only directly kill honey bees but also 
causes very serious sub-lethal impacts. These impacts in-
clude impaired memory and learning, disorientation, reduced 
resistance to disease and reduced efficiency in foraging.

In the past couple of years, overwintering losses for honey 
bees in BC have ranged from 18 percent to 27 percent – well 
above normal winter mortality rates of 10 to 15 percent. Ac-
cording to the BC Honey Producers Association, many pro-
ducers in the Lower Mainland and Fraser Valley reported ma-
jor losses in 2013, some reaching as high as 80 percent.

In Ontario, where neonicotinoids are heavily used on corn 
and soy crops, honey bee losses in the winter of 2012/13 
reached 37.9 percent. After a massive bee kill in Ontario, 
which occurred after neonicotinoid-treated corn seeds were 
planted, research conducted by Health Canada found neonic-
otinoid residue in 80 percent of the bee kill locations and on 
75 percent of the dead bees that were tested.

“Honey bees are not the only pollinators that are vulner-
able to this profoundly toxic pesticide,” said Barlee, “Bumble 
bees, hairy-belly bees, mining bees, sweat bees and hun-
dreds of other wild bees in BC are also threatened by this 
poison, which is why we are asking Agriculture Minister Norm 
Letnick to not only to celebrate but actually protect our bees.”

The regulation of pesticides in Canada falls under both 
provincial and federal jurisdiction. Provinces are responsible 
for pesticide permits, compliance and enforcement, transpor-
tation, sale and use, among other responsibilities.


