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OUR READERS WRITE AND OP/EDS

By Diane Walsh

Among other important elections, needless to say 
– is the Greater Victoria School District 61 election 
– November 15 – where parents with children in the 
district and activists pushing for properly funded public-
education can have their voices heard. 

One of the largest districts in the province, School 
District 61 encompasses 42 schools, according to cur-
rent school catchment maps. Follow #SD61 on twitter 
for up-to-date information about bylaws which guide 
and affect public engagement. 

The gridlock in SD 61 is so dire that many observ-
ers won’t hesitate to say out loud: The Board of Educa-
tion is being utterly controlled by deadwood. 

You heard right, deadwood trustees.  Clingers-
on who are holding a majority and yet are lovers of 
gridlock – so here’s to pointing the finger at multi-term 
trustees who’ve forgotten why they are even there in 
the first place, actively enabling our rogue BC govern-
ment’s ideological war on public education and worse 
still – sweeping under the rug the challenges brought 
about by years of underfunding. 

This cannot be ignored, say the members of Unit-
ed for Fully Funded Public Education, a team slate of 
three incumbents – Edith Loring-Kuhanga, Diane Mc-
Nally, and Deborah Nohr, joined by new candidates, 
Jordan Watters and Rob Paynter. This solidarity group 
found at http://unitedsd61.com/ together are pushing 
for change. 

United is thus a “vote for change” in that they are 
standing up as a group of five progressives, to enable 
the formation of a new majority to handle the brick wall 
currently in place on the board. 

 If it weren’t for the efforts of the aforementioned 
three presently-serving progressive trustees blowing 
the whistle, the delivery of public education in our com-
munities would be put at even greater risk this coming 
year.  

Thankfully, there is an election coming; and teach-
ers and parents are calling for a sweep of the dead-
wood – and instead putting their faith behind Unit-
edSD61 who are spearheading a stronger and more 
effective voting bloc on the board of education which 
can better serve the district’s pressing needs.

In a nutshell, school planning council update in-
formation should flow to the trustees. Repeat issues 
which are emerging out of the 42 schools in the dis-
trict need to be collated into readable form and action 

means coming to an agreement on long-term objec-
tives and letting this inform the setting of priority and 
allocation of resources.

Granted, teachers, teaching assistants, admin-
istrators, specialists and support staff, do their best. 
But the problems which have come about by years 
of underfunding are immensely complex. The BCTF 
also did its union best in this last round of negotiations 
(reaching an agreement) but it became abundantly 
clear – even to the legislative press gallery journal-
ists – that more Budget money needs to be committed 
by the BC government for BC education. The system 
should not depend on and be propped up by interna-
tional fees. 

Public engagement is required to boost the Bud-
get commitment; a circle of hands says the BCTF is 
demonstrating a commitment to a better-funded pub-
lic education system. The BCTF can’t do it alone; it 
needs the assistance of the voices of British Colum-
bians to push for better funding for public education. 

These websites are helpful to anyone wishing to 
become better engaged:

http://lined-paper.com/2014/08/20/united-sd61-a-
progressive-coalition-for-november-15/ - Go to this 
comprehensive blog to learn the voting records of 
your current SD61 trustees.

https://www.sd61.bc.ca/ - Board of Education 
website, ‘Agendas’ to meetings are provided on the 
website, look carefully. The key Tabs are: Operations 
Meetings and Education Meetings

http://www.bcpvpa.bc.ca/ BC Principals and Vice-
Principals Association; it’s called VPVPA in Victoria 
but no separate website exists, it seems. 

https://www.bctf.ca/  BC Teacher’s Federation 
http://www.bcsta.org/  School Trustees associa-

tion 
http://bcpsea.bc.ca/ BC Public School Employer’s 

Association
The current enrolment numbers in SD61 are as 

follows: Elementary, 8372; Middle 3886; Second-
ary, 6030. 76 students moved over to Independent 
Schools; and 15 international students withdrew from 
the district. These statistics were provided by SD61 
Superintendent, Sherri Bell, at the October 14 district 
Operations meeting.

VCPAC, GVTA and student rep Dezy Manuel (who 
has direct access to the Superintendent), along with 
CUPE 947, CUPE 382, and ASA are resources of in-
formation, as well – as these are representatives al-
lowed to sit in every meeting. Due to in-camera meet-
ings being a current characteristic feature of SD61’s 
way of doing business, the public is not able to attend 
all meetings however, the public can approach rep-
resentatives for info and/or speak directly to VPVPA 
members present at meetings.

On the horizon, it looks like SD61 will finally have 
a Q&A at meetings. It took three years to bring this to 
fruition and it is on account of the efforts of United. 

Public education is governed; you must govern it with your vote

needs to be taken through a 
carefully crafted Strategic Plan. 

The public must become 
more engaged and learn the 
operations of their own districts. 
For SD61 – how the $200 million 
annual budget is allocated and 
how this is happening – by way 
of example.  A long term strate-
gic-planning process for SD61 

Staying true to our roots 
By Alistair Macgregor

The campaigning continues in the new federal riding of Cowichan-Malahat-Langford 
as candidates vie for the privilege of following in Jean Crowder’s footsteps. 

 I am one of the candidates for the nomination, and a common concern I have heard 
from the membership is that, in our very real quest to form government, we have drifted 
away from the values that defined our party when it was formed.  This concern has been 
echoed within the party in the years since the 2011 election – after decades of faithfully 
playing the role of “Canada’s conscience,” is the NDP remaining true to its original values 
and policies or has it evolved into a party that is targeting the political spectrum tradition-
ally occupied by the Liberals?  Is this the direction the party should be taking, and is it a 
necessary move if the NDP is to realistically form government? 

I firmly believe that the NDP should go forward with the goal of forming government.  I 
have spent seven years working in MP Jean Crowder’s constituency office, and I am inti-
mately acquainted with the trials of being in Opposition.  Many worthwhile NDP-sponsored 
bills have died prematurely at their Second Reading in the House of Commons, such 
as legislation focussing on climate change, Employment Insurance, the Canada Pension 
Plan, Old Age Security, bankruptcy and more.  If we want true social democracy and 
forward-thinking economic, environmental, and evidence-based policy and legislation in 
Canada, then the NDP must be at the cabinet table.  

To form government, however, I believe the answer lies not in changing our party’s 
values and policies, but in combating the centrist and right-wing narrative that has so per-
vaded our political discourse.  Our party is the champion of public healthcare, fair trade, 
a federal minimum wage, a national daycare plan, a national food strategy, and a move 
towards a green economy.  These are policies that many Canadians can and will relate to, 
but only if we as a party are committed to refuting the discourse of deregulation, tax-cuts, 
and corporate welfare.  It is telling that plans for the projected $6 billion surplus in the next 
Conservative federal budget already include tax cuts before any serious discussion about 
what the electorate actually wants done with that money can get started. 

The dominant narrative of tax-cuts is clear when you review the government’s own 
figures.  The Office of the Parliamentary Budget Officer recently released a report that 
shows a reduction of $17.1 billion in personal income tax revenue and a cut of $13.3 bil-
lion in the federal portion of the GST/HST revenue per year since 2005.  Other sources 
show that our national revenue has shrunk by $50 billion per year since the late 1990s 
because of tax cuts.  What investments in social programs could have been funded with 
that revenue?  Had another narrative been championed, then perhaps the Canada of to-
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