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Victoria Labour Council
219-2750 Quadra Street, Victoria, BC  V8T 4E8

Ph: 250-384-8331  FAX: 250-384-8381  Email: vlcbc@telus.net

The VLC, representing affiliated unions in the Greater Victoria area,  
holds its regular monthly meetings the third Wednesday of each month 

at 7 pm, at the BCGEU Auditoriam, 2994 Douglas Street.

All delegates are invited to come out and meet the Executive:
Mike Eso, President; Stan Dzbik, Treasurer; Susanne Francoeur, Secretary

This space donated by Marianne Alto












Oaklands Sunset Market
Wednesdays (4:30pm-8:30pm)

June through September
Oaklands Community Centre, 2827 Belmont Ave

OaklandsCommunityCentre.com/Market

Moss Street Market
Saturdays (10am-2pm)
May through October
Corner of Moss St and Fair�eld Rd
MossStreetMarket.com



Residential & Commercial  • Service & Renos
A locally owned & operated family business 
Reliable •  Priced Fair • Quality workmanship

250-727-3888 | info@fraserplumbing.ca | www.fraserplumbing.ca
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In commemoration of the February 6 
International Zero Tolerance Day of Fe-
male Genital Mutilation, the Global Alliance 
against FGM organized a groundbreaking 
UN Art Show at Le Palais des Nations in 
Geneva. In 2010 the GAFGM was co-
founded by a Canadian -- Elisabeth Wilson 
-- along with her partner, German-born Hol-
ger Postulart in Geneva on the United Na-
tions campus. 

Their exhibition, titled, “Une Femme 
Blessée est une Nation Blessée - A Wound-
ed Woman is a Wounded Nation”, unites, 
for the first time, First Nations of Canada 
artists with European and African to ex-
press on the theme of Female Genital Muti-
lation, in solidarity.

Taking place in the “Paraselle”, a natu-
ral, beautifully-lit corridor linking the new 
and old UN buildings, the presentation 
sought to juxtapose images, which speak of 
matriarchal (First Nations) and patriarchal, 
(African) societies, on the suffering and op-
pression of women and girls as victims of 
FGM.  A first in any exhibit at the UN.

The exhibition took place in the pres-
ence of Michael Moller, the Director General 
of the United Nations, UN representatives 
from Togo and Senegal, with endorsement 

from the Permanent Mission of Canada 
(see poster). And in the foreground, an 
audience of distinguished diplomats, staff, 
students, and visitors representing all parts 
of the world. 

From Canada, exhibitors included carv-
er and jewellery maker Jadeon Rathgeber, 
native Canadian from Manitoba; his moth-
er, Patsy Half Moon Bruderer of the Cree 
Nation of Manitoba (accompanied by her 
granddaughter, thus three generations). 
Also participating as artists supporting the 
Global Alliance were Jacques Newashish,  
Igor Ustinov, sculptor and Patrick Gignac, 
painter, from Quebec. 

Representing the only woman artist-
participant, Half Moon was able to demon-
strate a rare First Nations’ art form called 
“Birch Bark Biting” or “Birch Bark Trans-
parencies”. Half Moon Woman is one of 
the last Native practitioners of this ancient 
indigenous art, an impressive technique re-
quiring the use of her teeth. 

Last but not least -- in response to the 
historic UN Resolution adopted Decem-
ber 20, 2012 banning worldwide FGM, the 
Global Alliance against FGM organized a 
symposium on February 7, a day later, at 
the Conference Centre of Geneva.  With 
the participation of multiple countries offi-
cially represented and, in the presence of, 

At the UN 

Canada stands proud, saying “No to FGM”, through art and mobilization 

Dr Michel Sidibé, executive director of UN-
AIDS (ONUSIDA), this international sym-
posium created the infrastructure of the first 
University Chair specializing in the subject 
of FGM. 

In its goal to pool currently-in-place 
FGM-abandonment programs, it will link 
together research, activism and available 
information and draw from an interdisci-

plinary group, to see and determine what 
programs conform or do not conform with 
the UN resolution ban, with special empha-
sis on evaluation criteria of projects on the 
ground working to see the abandonment of 
the practice of FGM.  

An edited version of this article appears in the 
March 4, 2014 edition of The Source/LaSource, 
Vancouver 

Canadian Elisabeth Wilson, co-founder of Global Alliance against Female Mutila-
tion, speaks at the opening of a groundbreaking UN Art Show in Geneva.

Visitors view the art presentation held February 6 in the “Paraselle”, a natural, 
beautifully-lit corridor linking the new and old UN buildings.

Elisabeth Wilson (third from left) greets some of the visitors to the exhibiton.  
Beside her is Patsy Half Moon Bruderer of the Cree Nation of Manitoba, accompa-
nied by her granddaughter

Conservatives refuse to answer 
OTTAWA -- NDP MP Nathan Cullen (Skeena-Bulkley Valley) questioned the 

Conservatives in the House of Commons February 7 amid charges that the 
RCMP and CSIS spied on law-abiding citizens opposed to the Northern Gate-
way Pipeline and passed that information to oil companies. 

 The questions were evaded by Parliamentary Secretary for Natural 
Resources Kelly Block (Saskatoon-Rosetown-Biggar) and Parliamentary Secre-Rosetown-Biggar) and Parliamentary Secre-
tary for Public Safety Roxanne James (Scarborough Centre). 

 Cullen asked, “The Conservatives like to keep close tabs on those who 
criticize them – so much so that the RCMP and CSIS have spied on law-abiding 
citizens, simply because they oppose the Northern Gateway Pipeline and the 
Conservatives’ irresponsible policies. Even worse, Conservatives are sharing 
this information with the oil companies. Can the Minister explain why he is using 
radical tactics to control Canadians?”

 Block replied, “The Safety of Canadians is a priority for our government. As 
part of its commitment to safety, the National Energy Board may conduct a se-
curity assessment prior to a regulatory hearing. The NEB will often work with the 
RCMP to protect the safety of everyone involved and no member of the depart-
ment gave any instruction to any federal department on this matter.”

 Cullen then said, “Protecting the safety of Canadians also means protecting 
their democratic rights. We’re talking about sending RCMP and CSIS agents 
into church basement meetings where people are doing such dangerous things 
like painting protest signs. The freedom for people to peacefully raise concerns 
is a core Canadian democratic value and this kind of government surveillance is 
more about silencing and intimidating pipeline critics than it is about protecting 
national security. Did the Minister approve these operations, yes or no?”

 James replied, “The RCMP takes steps to protect Canada’s assets and re-ames replied, “The RCMP takes steps to protect Canada’s assets and re-
sources and safety will continue to be a number one priority of this government. 
But as the member well knows, we will not comment on operational matters.”


