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The job before us 

 
To answer the questions posed by the selection committee, the following essay 

pools together what I’ve deemed to be interesting nuggets of information for intelligence 
purposes.   
 
In its task, it will reveal predominantly, that it’s almost impossible, to provide hard data on 
the number of CAS species (exotics) that are currently for sale in British Columbia.  
That said however most exports agree that sale in ‘exotics’ both live and in parts are a $10 
billion industry worldwide.   
 
Claiming that we know, concretely, the percentages that are illegally possessed in BC is 
equally challenging.  This statistic is moving, fluid, and broadly speaking, invisible on 
account of the recent changes in the CAS law.  
 
The regulatory plan and list was studied at this link. 
 
As a preamble; one way of looking at this is one would need a registration database, not 
unlike the gun list (hunters) to show any accuracy. This in turn brings up the conundrum of 
counting the people unwilling to admit what they own an exotic for fear of being compelled 
to get a permit and/or give up their hobby.  In this instance, data collection and 
enforcement of the law will in some cases have to rely on info gleaned from tittle-tattling 
neighbours.   
 
Moving on now to the areas of research which, I believe, need further intelligence 
exploration and would be helpful to COS officials at this time—it goes without saying that 
the Vancouver Humane Society is useful as a baseline for the latest studies (whether or not 
anyone agrees with their full-ban on exotics and no-hunting stance). For instance, needing 
to be highlighted from this particular VHS report: 
 

The trade in amphibians in BC is something of a complexity. Their popularity as pets, food 
to eat and use as laboratory animals for science research means that monitoring must 
cover both ethical treatment as well as health-effect-on-human considerations. 

VHS sites farm-reared bullfrogs (Rana catesbeiana) that are being transported live, frozen 
or as skinned products as, an area of concern. The trade supports restaurants in North 
America and elsewhere and obviously can be found in BC locations.   

Dwarf clawed frogs (Hymenochirus curtipes) are of African origin and are a favourite for 
ornamental ponds. The problem is outdoor enclosures allow contact between exotic and 
native species. VHS reports the causative agent, Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis, in North 
American bullfrogs (Rana catesbeiana) because they are farmed for the food industry.  
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That said, a law-abiding example would be Butterfly gardens. At Butterfly Gardens, the 
imports come from Costa Rica and there is a huge turn-over of butterflies. Safe enough in 
that it is fully enclosed (separate from the outdoors). 
   
Not often reported in the media but a case-in-point was the fairly recent incidence of the 
legal import of Grambian rats which was cause for alert.  Exotic birds are smuggled from 
South America and, since existing in BC, are a special health concern.   

Some studies infer a link between West Nile Virus and Avian Influenza with birds imported 
possibly from Asian countries.  Monkey pox has been associated with Grambian rats. 
Prairie dogs have also been found to be at-risk. Were such birds legally or illegally 
imported? We don’t know actually know.  

The above covers the obvious. Not so obvious are the introductions from captive or 
commercial cultivation into the natural environment.  This document-report moves beyond 
the theme parameters of this essay but is included as the reference for stats on fish-and-
plant/tree alien species. Also because for my purposes, it offers a mention of these 
categories: 

 Escapes from zoos, aquaria, botanical gardens, private collections and game farms.  
 Escapes from research institutes and “controlled” releases for research purposes. 

 

To a lesser extent 
 Farmed animals (mammals, amphibians and birds), particularly farmed salmon. (we 

won’t cover issues arising from this category other than to point it out)  
 

 

The Zanesville incident in Ohio this year has prompted a task force with the clear aim to 
ban the possession of exotic pets, which illustrates the changing mood in North America.  

This should give us pause, as well, in BC. Perhaps 
motivate a rethink of the ethics of zoo-keeping animals such as [pictured] Beluga whale at 

Vancouver Zoo, which recently died of pneumonia.  
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The wildlife trade in BC is growing.  A case-in-point is recent years has been the animal-
rights groups focus on bushmeat. According research, the US is the second largest importer 
of ‘wildlife souvenirs’ and a significant destination for the illegal pet trade.  Now it’s difficult 
to get stats for Canada and BC imports/exports, alone, but we know it’s not zero—and 
that’s the tid-bit. If every month, many tons of bushmeat arrives from Africa into the US, 
how much comes to Canada? It begs the question. 
 
US reports indicate that from 2001 to2005 over 11,000 suspicious specimens, e.g. corals, 
live animals and ‘products’ made of animal, birds, reptiles, and turtles were captured from 
Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua.  

Amazon rainforest animals, plants and birds are highly profitable and are smuggled in 
much the same way drugs are. It’s likely some of their destinations are BC.  

Tiger-parts trade in BC and shark-fins are apparently a delicacy. Although Environment 
Canada is already on to this, the BC government would do well to further invest resources 
in operations existing right under our noses. BC is a Pacific Rim economy and because of its 
trade with China a number of complexities have emerged.  

For instance Hong Kong may be the world-leader importer in shark fins as an example but 
BCers eat soup with shark fins. So, the monkey is on us to ensure that investigations begin 
in this area.  Using CITES more aggressively may give charge to how we overlook shark-fin 
soup being sold in Richmond BC as but one example. Toronto has banned it. The BC 
government may wish to consider following in its footsteps. Please see this image of proof 
in BC. 

Richmond BC wholesalers of ‘far-east medicine cures’ have been caught with body parts of 
African elephants, monkeys and crocodile. Commercial trade in tigers is illegal under 
WAPPRITTA but we know that tiger-parts are part of Chinese medicine so this is an area of 
needed enforcement. 

Although bear species and wolverines can be legally hunted in Canada (this is a hugely 
controversial subject), companies must purchase furs from a vetted source and acquire an 
export permit. It can be denied, as well, especially in suspected suspicious-commercial 
trade cases.  

But—this whole area has (unwillingly perhaps) created a great potential for a growing 
underground. We know that wealthy business people are ‘eyeing’ from around the world 
having learned more about the exotic and indigenous animal parts BC’s animals have to 
offer. And, whilst BC in 2009 passed laws prohibiting the possession of 1,256 exotic 
species, this in itself did little to address the complicated web of underground business 
connected to trophy hunters.  In BC’s north, hunting is a dominant pastime for males. Night 
hunts were reported, in 2007, in Richmond.   

Hunters that are ‘legally’ hunting trophy game can dovetail very easily and conveniently 
into being involved with illegal tradesmen. The opportunity is there and is under the radar 
because his legal hunting activities can stand scrutiny. But we know it’s quite easy for a lone 
hunter to extract a gall bladder and mix himself up with the trading business. Between 2 
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and 6 % of the population of BC are hunters according to recent trend studies—83,701 
registered hunters in BC in 2006. It’s hard to imagine hunting has suddenly lost its lustre.  

Are there fewer hunters hunting or is there an invisible stat—those specializing in 
poaching for commercial gain? Investigation indicates poaching has surged—with—animal 
trafficking, accepted by experts to be a globalized business today.  

There is evidence that a sophisticated apparatus is set-up with many veins and reportedly 
embedded in legitimate animal-husbandry businesses. What’s known is wealthy 
international consumers can hire a poacher directly or go through scooters embedded in 
the animal-trade business.  The line between legitimate and illegitimate is very fine. It is 
harder to see it because hunters are legal and it is them that have precise access to the 
"kill" and to the "game". 

Some argue that the CAS legislation will be ineffective in deterring poachers from carrying 
on their illegal activities. Increased hunting opportunities, supported by government are 
being seen as hypocritical. Those successfully flouting the law can have the effect—on 
community—that leads to distrust in government and ill-view of the legislation impact’s 
worthiness. It’s thought that if criminal charges and fines are infrequently levied against 
violators, poaching becomes worth it.  

Here’s the kicker. Technically BC is still without Species at Risk legislation albeit a task 
force was set up last year—this scenario makes at-risk i.e. (ecologically endangered) 
animals very valuable, in an economic sense, to traffickers who trade in this specific area.  

The Richmond-based company, Canada to Asia Business Network, is obviously already on a 
government watch-list. Of particular interest to government should be this key:  

Illegal trade is escalating in black bear, grizzly bear, wolf, cougar and wolverine based 
native to BC (and across Canada). 

Hunting of bears, wolverines and cougars, legally, masks the activity of poaching and could 
be said to be actually opening the door to the export of our wildlife.  Canada allows hunting 
of its large mammal species, with the exception of the grizzly in BC.  Indeed hunting a 
grizzly brings its own backslapping perks in clandestine hunting communities. I would go 
further.  

The current state of affairs on legal hunting emboldens the illegal traders. Indigenous 
wildlife to be legally exported but, only with government permission, may be seen to be 
translating as a rubber stamp on profit trumping preservation.  The practice of trophy 
hunting of bears, knowing that the Asian market for gall bladders and paws exists, is 
problematical, to say the least. This is insightful document on the illegal wildlife trade in 
Canada.   

Take trade in gallbladders are just one example—we know it happens out of BC. Our 
connection to the Asian market, particularly China, is opening BC to increased salivation 
over the profit that can ne made on our endangered.   

http://www.cec.org/Storage/58/5059_Illegal-Trade-Wildlife_en.pdf


Gall bladder use in BC and the export elsewhere needs to be area of more focus. Apothecary 
shops should continue to be an area the BC government investigates. To date, information 
is that goods are routing to the US, North Korea, Hong Kong/China and Taiwan.  According 
to investigators, Hunters receive C$75 for a gallbladder, middlemen receive $200, and 
retailers receive $850–$1,200 (Williamson, 2002). Chinese medicine centres have 
proliferated throughout BC and so it’s here where surveillance should occur.  

Animal rights investigations (which really on all accounts can’t be ignored) have revealed 
that people are willing to pay huge sums for bear gallbladders, bear-paw soup, and tiger 
penis bones as aphrodisiacs.  Evidence from recent investigations in BC shows that that 
Asia traffickers are on the move on BC’s endangered animals.   

China-Canada trade network opens up huge opportunities for import-exports.  There is a 
radical list called Rexano, which needs to be studied as my information is that it has info on 
tigers farmed for parts.  There are Tiger patrol websites which offer good nuggets of info, 
these 3 stands out. Big cats, this is a great source for intelligence gathering.  

The other area of the ban which is causing controversy is the python/boid listing (less than 
3 metres adult length are allowed, longer species are banned). Internet chatter shows that 
this is potentially an area where offences may be committed. Owners are not going to admit 
possession and it will be hard to track.  

Children are often used as the 'mouth pieces' for the exotic-pet-owner defence. Here is one 
example. Capturing the sarcasm and wilfulness out there toward the legislation, the girl in 
the video even goes as far as to say [the Honourable] Barry Penner is afraid of snakes, 
calling into question the veracity of the authenticity of the ethics behind the new law.  

Comment pages are an excellent source for intelligence gathering on the illegal exotic pet 
trade. Here is one that stands to me. Take note of this URL:  The writer says; 
"fugckgmygligfe - see if you can decipher the code, to get a website...It sells Horn toads, 
snakes, Chamaeleons, Pygmy chamaeleons, Lizards, and newts. It's a great website. That's 
where I got my iguana and bearded dragon.” Interesting that the ‘tip’ is secretly coded; the 
writer knows the website operates clandestinely and yet is happy to proliferate it.  

Although, the foregoing focuses on exotic wildlife and hunting trade for the most part, there 
are significant concerns about the damage that alien water-borne species and organisms 
will do to BC ecology and environment.  Scroll for the excellent BC boating industry-and- 
invasive report. 

Similarly, alien plant introduction can be equally damaging to BC’s interest. So included in 
this overview analysis must be the intent of future legislation to protect BC from less 
visible but equally damaging threats. It can be seen that rational control of alien species is 
both a legislative imperative but also a public education opportunity.  
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