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Don’t miss the boat!   
A call-out to youth
By Diane Walsh 

Belonging Victoria is more than a community 
organization.

It’s a seismic shift in thinking. A radical shift 
in thinking when it comes to the *subject* of 
homelessness in general on the social and po-
litical front in #yyj

Heck -- why’s that, do you say?
Well, because, Belonging Victoria is a young 

initiative based out of Victoria BC, created with 
tremendous heart, “as a hub”, “a community 
hub”, to bring awareness to the incomprehen-
sible but yet true social reality of ever increasing 
youth homelessness in our city.

A -- new -- community hub.
A place to call *home*.
Using Odd Fellows as its home, Belonging 

Victoria presents a cutting-edge summit on Oc-
tober, 19 and 20 (please see adjacent poster). 
By presenting workshops and group sessions 
- in a world -- cafe style -- it strives to pool to-
gether various resources and act as a kind of 
conduit for young people to meet others and 
grow together.

Please check all the special details including 
keynote speaker information and terrific events 
that are planned at www.belongingvictoria.com.  
Get in touch with Diane at mediageode@gmail.
com if you’d like to help get the word out,. Or if 
you’d like to learn more, contact her on twitter 
@dwalshmedia and Belonging Victoria Founder 
Adam Clarkson by email at Adam at belong-
ingvictoria@gmail.com

By Tim Pheotist
The upcoming 2012 US elections have 

naturally absorbed the mainstream media, 
as well as the not-so-mainstream media, 
for the past few months. It remains to be 
seen how absorbed the mainstream public 
has been in the topic. We’ll know on voting 
day.

We’re told that this election is pivotal. 
Nations will be shaped and challenged as 
a result of this election, none more so than 
the United States and its Canadian ally, for 
decades to come.

And what topic do the US parties of 
power tell us this election is all about? Of 
course – it’s the economy, stupid!! Isn’t this 
déjà vu all over again?

As a much maligned economist I should 
take some cheer that my subject is once 
again front and centre, but I have to reveal 
a secret now. 

Economics is not about economies. It’s 
about philosophies.

There’s a lot of math in economics. Do 
the sums correctly and you’ll come up with 
the correct answers – right?

The differences of approach between 
the two main American parties is really 
about which sums either party chooses to 
do. Really very boring. And the boring sums 
serve to deflect the real philosophical de-
bate that should be front and centre.

Do we choose to value our fellow hu-
man beings above the trickery of some 
geekish algorithms and impenetrable equa-
tions designed to ensure that the hard work 
and human aspirations of most developed 
populations once again are subservient to 
ever more opaque capital acquisition and 
grouping?

In other words have the Robber Barons 
returned? Are we again in a world of lords 
and serfs?

Political campaigns appeal to the ”mid-
dle class”  and cry crocodile tears over the 
fate of suburbanites who have knowingly 
voted themselves out of schools and pub-
lic services in the past few decades. This 
“middle class” has purposefully voted itself 
out of 1st class to middle class in its greedy 
race to find economic debris at the bottom 
of muddy suburban ponds.

Across the developed world working 
populations are protesting that economics 
must serve people. Not that people should 
serve economic theory.

But there is an eerie absence of protest 
in North America. Maybe a few crocodile 
tears at best for the sick, disadvantaged, 
young, retired, poor, disabled...hold on – 
we’re talking about most of the population, 

aren’t we? 
Populations – those who vote – have 

allowed laws to be enacted and lies to be 
spread that somehow the way to manage 
our societies is to work the able bodied ‘til 
they drop and toss the disabled to the gut-
ter. 

All in service to creating a “healthy” 
economy.

The ideas are simply wrong. Indefen-
sible on any rational level. Indefensible, 
certainly, on any moral level.

We seem set in British Columbia to 
replace a rather nasty capitalistic govern-
ment with something a little more benign. 
Certainly vote NDP next time but be aware 
that much damage has been done dur-
ing Mr. Campbell’s tenure and Mr. Harper 
will certainly be sending his troops to slap 
down any disquiet out west.

Remember, policies that serve private 
capital interests rarely serve working peo-
ple’s interests today. 

The question is often asked, “Why do 
people so often vote against their best in-
terests?”

They do so because it’s often easier 
to listen to lies and propaganda than it is 
to think critically for oneself. If the story 
doesn’t seem to make sense, at least take 
a hard look at the storyteller.

If more people had taken a harder 
look at the likes of Stephen Harper, Gor-
don Campbell, George Bush, Mitt Romney, 
David Cameron, Nicolas Sarkozy, Angela 
Merkel – I won’t add further to this list of 
economic terrorists – it’s a very long list, the 
world would enjoy much fairer and more ef-
fective wealth distribution.

All of these characters, sociopaths of 
the worst kind, have something very sim-
ple in common. They support policies that 
cheapen the value of labour and enhance 
the wealth of those that seek to employ, ex-
ploit and abuse.

So, from now onwards, if you find a can-
didate that seems to support the words and 
policies of any of this present crop of na-
tional leaders, don’t cast your vote for that 
candidate. Vote only for those who support 
fair pay, fair distribution of wealth and ad-
vance policies that would deny private prof-
it from essential public services.

It’s time to be an angry voter!
Here’s a personal anecdote that really 

reflects our unfair times. A tale that Lewis 
Carol might have difficulty imagining.

Recently, during a walk downtown I fell 
into a brief conversation with a man living 
rough on the street. He gave me some 
of his time in exchange for the price of a 

sandwich. I paid my toll to him with some 
US dollars left over from a trip. As he ac-
cepted the currency he counselled me that 
he would prefer Canadian currency at the 
moment – the exchange rate being what it 
is. He excused me somewhat for forgetting 
today’s highly prized CAD, given that in the 
past he would have preferred USDs.

Here was a man, living rough and with-
out a roof to his name and barely a blanket 
to call home, entirely fluent in the language 
of currency exchange.

What is wrong with this picture? What 
values have we accepted? Today this 
young man is one of many. A generation 
or two ago he would have been a standout 
and our society would have made massive 
efforts to enhance his comfort. 

Not now, it seems. If this is economic 
progress, count me out. If this is the pre-
vailing philosophy of our progressive soci-
ety we need to vote about philosophy, not 
economics.

And to finish on a more hopeful note.
There are intelligent, capable, people 

in our town who see the results of Messrs. 
Campbell and Harper’s cunning.

They see that we need to assist, edu-
cate and support the increasing numbers of 
homeless youth who populate our Victoria 
pavements now.

One very active group can be found on-
line at www.belongingvictoria.com.

The organization is dedicated to finding 
ways to provide resources and services so 
that at least the next generation of disad-
vantaged young people can have a chance 
of a place to be among us and a chance 
to understand that it is not acceptable in 
our society to be so precisely aware of ex-
change rate mechanisms while existing on 
the street, under a blanket. 

We can offer more to our young people 
than that message and Belonging Victoria 
intends to enable more resources than a 
few flimsy dollars begged on the streets.

Canadian and US elections are fo-
cussed on the “middle class”. The focus 
should be on the disadvantaged classes. 
The homeless classes and the forgotten 
classes.

Our most vulnerable classes are the 
classes that matter in our societies for 
these classes must now experience 1st 
class treatment from the more fortunate 
among us.

                                               
 

From 1st class to middle class

Designed by Melissa Baron

What would you paint on a building of 
the past, to inspire a future of community 
building and love of our earth? 

“Local Flowers and Fauna!”; “People 
farming as a community”; “First Nations el-
ders sharing knowledge...” 

These were just a few of the enthusias-
tic responses that Cowichan Green Com-
munity (CGC) received after posting the 
question on their Facebook page, refer-
ring to a building in Kinsmen Park that is 
currently being retro-fitted through a grant 
from Vancity and the Real Estate Founda-
tion.

Many remember the pool at Kinsmen 
Neighborhood Community Park, and since 
it was removed in 2010 the building that 
housed the filters, bathrooms, and lifeguard 
room has sat empty.  CGC, along with the 
help of friends and volunteers has been 
salvaging materials to outfit the building 
into an indoor/outdoor classroom -- utiliz-
ing natural building techniques and green 
building alternatives.

An important aspect of re-purposing a 
building is enhancing its aesthetic appear-
ance. Local youth artists Cyrus, Kendall 
Wren, Madi Walters and the rest of the crew 
at Bikeworks U-fix it and Youth Art Studio 
have been collaborating on how to do this. 

While envisioning how to stylize the 
building, the group came up with the idea to 
invite other artists to paint a section within 
the overall image. 

“For example,” explains Raelynn Gib-
son, CGC project manager, “if the mural 
was to be an image of a forest, and each 
tree stylized by a different artist, the result-
ing forest would be a dynamic artistic ex-
pression reflecting our regional culture and 
community.” 

On September 22 CGC hosted their an-
nual “Share the Harvest” event at Kinsmen 
Neighborhood Community Park, located 
on Alderlea Street, from 10 am-4 pm, and 
there was mural painting ongoing through-
out the day. Young or old, amateur or pro-
fessional, their contribution were welcomed  
to this community art project. 

CGC wanted to honour the First Nations 
of this land and asked for First Nations art-
ists to contribute in design and painting of 
the building.  

Community 
collaborative art: 
a call-out for Artists


